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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT, YE 

SUBJECT: HEART ATTACK FOR FOREIGN MINISTER ASNAJ 

1. CLOSE ASSOCIATES OE YAR FOREIGN MINISTER ABDALLAH 
AL-ASNAJ SAY THAT HE HAS SUFEERED A HEART ATTACK IN 
CAIRO. ASNAJ IS DIABETIC AND OVERWEIGHT BUT HE HAS 
ALSO BEEN UNDER CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE IN RECENT WEEKS 
AS A RESULT OE HIS EFFORTS TO CREATE A SUBSTANTIAL ROLE 
FOR YEMEN IN RED SEA AND HORN OF AFRICA DIPLOMACY. 
ACCORDING TO INFORMED SOURCES HERE, THE ARAB LEAGUE 
CONFERENCE ADDED HEAVILY TO HIS EXHAUSTION AND HE 
COLLAPSED. 

2. WHILE FULL DETAILS ARE NOT AVAILABLE HERE, THE 
PROGNOSIS WE GET IS THAT ASNAJ WILL NOT RETURN FOR AT 
LEAST ONE MONTH. 

3. COMMENT: REQUEST SECRETARY PREPARE CABLE FOR 

ASNAJ WISHING HIM SPEEDY AND EULL RECOVERY. 

ASNAJ IS NOT ONLY GOOD FRIEND OF EMBASSY AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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U.S. BUT ALSO EMINENCE GRISE OF YAR FOREIGN 
POLICY WHICH ATTEMPTING UNDERMINE SOVIET 
POSITION AND ROLE IN LOWER END OF RED SEA. 
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